CONGRESSIONAL NEWS

FRANK R. WOLF

Member of Congress ‘_‘r 10th District, Virgioia 4

Tu: 10" District Homeowner Association Presidents
Froom: Rep. Frank I Waoll

Dhate: April 21, 2004

Re: Transportation Update

Enowing hoew unportant anspoeriation ssues are 1o our reglon, Dwanted o
make vou aware of legislation now moving throogh Congress that containg
[unding [or major lransportation mmprovements in northern Virgima, I hope vou
will share this information with vour membership,

CUonpeess cvery six years vpically acie ona major federal hghway, safory
plid ransi aid resuihorization bl The Tlouse passed s version of e
Irensportztion Egiity Act: A legacy for Users — commomly referred 1o az THEA-
LUl amearly Apeil, Dillerences berwesn the TTouse and Senate versions of this
critical slv-year apencing plan will he serled anin the coming weeka. Final
passare ol the measurs i expeced this summer.

DULLES MASS TRANSIT
o alensed worepert the House verston of this legishaion includes ¢
imparant @

he ell-
Aoy ianagaoe meecsssry o ekl a mass wanst ayaiem trom the
Weal [ulls Chures Metro stalios out e Dolles Corridor. To dale, T have secired
more han 5160 million in tederal “nd ng for s project, bet an autormzation s
Stocensure that “ederal funding can continue o be secured throush the
TS PIICESS OVED 118 NEXT 81X years.
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1-66 IMPROVEMENTS

Tnacldirom, the bill antherizes 55 =illion 1o Telp pay for the widenivss ol 101
westbhound ftom the Rosslvin Tunnel o the Dlles Connector, Tsecured 51 i hon
n current year wpropriaiicns joosegin stadving the feasa ity of the project. e
fotprint wowiden 1-66 already coss, and D annwold the praject can be done « Ghone
inpact o neie-berheods alang 1,
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I have urged the stale Lo move as quickly as possible to open up this choke
point. Talso have encowraged the state to consider the usc of new quiet pavement
technalogy for this stretch of =06, Another lane on 1-66 inside the Beltway will
increase capacuy l'iiu: cars off residential side streets in communities near the
Tt mlacgrnar arnd fian . v-11—\'= P £

L Troen
air lumn\ u‘} reducing idling traffic.
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The highway bill also includes authorization 1o spend $4.5 million to improve
the 1-66/Route 29 interchange in Gainesville, an arca expericneing severe
congestion, Prince Witliam County and the Commonwealth of Virginia both have
identified this project as a priorvity. T have already securcd $1.75 million m current
year appropriations for this project,

The {ederyl rlhj highway bill alsa ineludes authovization 1o spend:

S6 million to help with the construction costs of widening Route 7 from the
Reston Parkway to Rolling Holly Drive in Fairfax County. Preliminary
planming and design worl has been completed and this Tundmg will go
toward conslruction costs.

+ 2 million for pﬂ:]unmar) engingering to widen thl., Eoute 7 Bypass in
Loudoun Couity {rom East Market Streed in Teeshurg o the intersection with
Route 9.

. §1 mullon for improvements and traffic calming on Route 50 at Gilbert's
Comer i Loudoun County.

- $6 million to purchase Metrio buses which operate on natural gas, a cleaner

firel,

ROUTE 7 TRAFFIC FLOW

In addition 1o these projects, vou may reeall that Tworked (o obtain $5300 000
i current fiscal veas appropriatons for taffic mon foring wad sigralization
covipment in e Rowte 7 corridor from Leeshurg fo Tvsors Corner. This state-ot-
the-art teciiology allonws the remate monitorivg ol trallic Jow so signals can be
quickly changed waen aceidenls ar other trattic |31_1J]u‘“5 acelr,

The signulization project i3 an example of 2 Innnl}ullilmn lmpm emernt that
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can be made now as we also work on 1““ ".'l‘—“” l’l"ILuL‘v
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look tor ways to make similar improvements on major trallic arterics in our regiorn,

Orver the past 20 years I have been involved in most of the major
trunsportalion initiatives in northern Virginia, including: obtaining full funding for
ihe Metrorail svstem: fimding mass transit in the Dulles Corridor: lowering car pool
restrictions on I1-66; adding & reversible lane on the Theodore Roosevelt Bridge:
improving sately and driving conditions on the George Washington Memorial
Perloway, including the additional lane from Spout Run o the Roosevelt Bridae;
advancing the Woodrow Wilson Bridge reconsiruction project, and advocating
telecomumnuling in both the private seetor and the federal government. Improve-
ments to getting on and of T the 14" Streel bridge from the Parloway are ongoing,

L alse have pushed Virginia Depariment of Transportation {VDOT) to waork
with ihe Virginia Staic Police, the 1.8, Park Police, the Thstrict of Columbia and
Maryiand to better coordinate efforts o improve vehicle incident management in
our region, speed up accident response time and clear disabled vebicles from the
[C2I0n’s MEjor arerics,

In addition, | have brought to V0T s atlention the need to Lift [ITOV
restrctions on =66, 1-95, and 1-393 when local schools close heeavse of weather
cmicrgencies to provide betler access and more commuting options tor those
wirrsers who sUll mwest drive into the nation’s capital.

Iis nol just aguestion of mobility, At the heart of finding solutions to reduce
traftic congestion for thousands of commulers who drive the highways every day in
Aorten: Virginia is giving people more control aver theis lives — giving working
parents more time to spend with their families, giving evervone tme 1o shop, sing
i tise church chaoir, 2o to the mavies, coach little league, o take part i any other
comnnity ar leisnre activity, whatever the choloe may be.

You may be assured that Dwill continue to muke improving lransporialion a

lop prarily.
[ Fope tivs information is helprol 1o vou.

Best wishes

SRR | RS A TR B L ) IS B I E s VLR ]



